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Brighton SEO: 
I normally tell people 
‘we have a problem’
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But where do I start?
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HCU, Link Spam, 
Scaled Content Abuse, 
March Update, AI, Reddit…
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Oh…and Throw in the Odd SEO Heist.



You Don’t Need
More Problems
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You Need Solutions
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And Today You’ll 
Have at Least 1

Entity Lifting: The Digital PR Link Technique That Future Proofs Rankings



But, we do need to talk 
about 1 big problem
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The future of search
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Is it this? 

Image source: https://www.dezeen.com/2024/01/16/rabbit-r1-reimagines-digital-experience-ai-powered-device/



Is it this? 

Image source: Google



Or is it this? 

Image source: Google



We just don’t know
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But here’s what we do know 
and why you should listen to me
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Who’s this guy?

Learned SEO as Covert 
Police Detective

Author of The 
Value of SEO

Director of SEO 
at JBH

The New SEO Metric that makes SEO 10 x more valuable
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In the police we used 
to have a saying
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There were known risks.
There were unknown risks.
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Nothing came without risk.
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SEO is the same.
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Part of our role is to minimise 
financial risk to our brands 

and clients
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But sadly…not all 
SEOs feel this way.
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And many take unethical 
risks in pursuit of GLORY
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And this causes 
Google to REACT!!!!
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And one of the worst things 
people do is to buy links 

at scale
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Well…the game is up.
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Spambrain is not 
going anywhere
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So, what is the solution?

Entity Lifting: The Digital PR Link Technique That Future Proofs Rankings



Entity Lifting: The Digital PR Link Technique That Future Proofs Rankings



And More Appropriately
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So, what is it?
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Well, we discovered it by 
accident…and then doubled 

down on it
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Perhaps you have too and 
are keeping it to yourself?
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The Situation 
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The Solution
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SEO + Digital PR
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And results started 
to happen
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But then results started 
happening on pages with no 

SEO improvements
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What was going on?
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The press release information 
line was driving rankings related 

to the category mentioned
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A PR link can be used to 
increase rankings, even when 

no link to that category 
is present
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This helped us to reverse the 
2022 Linkspam and HCU 

Update damage
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And we tested this 
repeatedly



With various clients
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Where we mentioned client 
entities around the link.
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We saw near instant 
impact on site
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So, what does 
this mean for you?
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Consider your 
outreach structure
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What Google Says about links
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The words before and 
after a link matter.
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Here’s a simple framework
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Brand Mentions are 
the New Backlinks
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LLM’s are being trained on 
data from the best websites 

in the world
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And you need to 
train AI as much as you 

train search engines
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This feeds into E-E-A-T
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Ok, but how can we quickly 
find ‘expert’ pitch ideas for 

our clients?
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X/ Twitter
Search strings
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“Looking to speak to”
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“Looking to speak with”
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“Looking to speak to” 
+ “expert”
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“Looking to speak to” 
+ “subject”
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Here’s a full list:
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“Looking to speak to”
“Looking to speak with”

“Looking to speak to” + “expert”
“Looking to speak to” + “subject”

"Looking to speak to" + "area"
"Looking to speak to" + "City"

"Looking to speak to" + "Town"
"Looking to speak to" + "state/ county"

#journorequest + “area”
#journorequest + “city”

#journorequest + “town”
#journorequest + “area”

#journorequest + “blogger"
#journorequest + “(insert niche)"



Happy Pitching
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